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Road to Revolution 

The last battle of Aparicio Saravia 

6-day tour 

 

The name Aparicio Saravia still resounds in Uruguay more than one century after his 

death as the last “caudillo” – a militia and local leader – who opposed the centralizing 

and sometimes corrupt and abusive power of city authorities in technical and financial 

inferiority. Only his incredible charisma and tactical ability kept the revolutions he 

organized from collapsing altogether against an enemy – the central government – that 

was superior in every respect. 

 
Portrait of Aparicio Saravia wearing a hat with an inscription of his motto “For The Homeland”. 

Loved by his men and enormously popular in the deep interior, where poverty was 

rampant and modernity was despised, Aparicio cemented an aura of tenacity and 

invincibility that emboldened his troops to follow him against all odds and fight only with 

spears and a few firearms, sometimes with great success, against a modern army that 

could not rout such a motley array of horsemen. 
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More than military deeds, which were quite a few both in the revolutions in Uruguay 

and in Brazil, Aparicio left a legacy of rectitude, passion and daredevil courage in the 

name of fair political representation, transparency and warranties for rural minorities. 

On this tour you will travel accompanied by a bird guide and a history guide to the east 
and the north of the country, through the Cuchilla Grande and Haedo Range of Hills. We 
will visit diverse destinations of historical and nature relevance. 
We will stay at hotels with en-suite bathrooms, maid and laundry service, Wi-Fi and 
vegetarian/vegan optional meals, with the exception of one in which some rooms have 
no en-suite bathroom. 
By the end of the tour can be seen over 180 bird species. 
 
Itinerary 
 
Day 0: Pick up at the Montevideo International Airport and transfer to Costa de Oro City 
(20 km / 25 min), in the Department of Canelones, at 40 kilometers to the east of the 
Montevideo Capital City. Your guide will be waiting for you at the beach hotel you will 
stay overnight to introduce you the place and the surroundings.  
 

 
View of the beach in front of the hotel. 
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Brief historical tour: 
 

o Atlántida City 

o House of the Chilean poet Pablo Neruda  

o El Águila 

o Cristo Obrero Church and the legacy of the architect Eladio Dieste 

 

 
 

Day 1: After breakfast we will leave the Costa de Oro City in direction to the Cuchilla 

Grande Range. We will pass through several historical spots along the Route 7, also 

called Aparicio Saravia, which has an historical background as well. 

o The battle of Fray Marcos. This battle ended with a surprising victory for the 

revolutionists, who poorly armed, but with better tactical leadership, soundly 

defeated a superior regular army. 

o Fray Marcos, the twister capital of Uruguay. 

o The railway and its history. 

We will arrive for lunch at a ranch located at the heart of the eastern range of hills, in 

the Department of Lavalleja. This will be our accommodation for two nights. The ranch 

and its surroundings are integrated in an Important Bird Area (IBA – BirdLife 

International) of 640,000 hectares where endangered species find refuge. After having 

lunch we will go for a walk to contemplate the natural beauty of the area and do some 

birding until sunset. 

 

Day 2: Full day birding in the IBA.  

mailto:birdingwithme@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
Road to Revolution 

Nature & History Tours 
birdingwithme.com 

 

birdingwithme@gmail.com 

 
Some birds to be seen: Red-legged Seriema, White-tailed Hawk, Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, 

White-eyed Parakeet, Squirrel Cuckoo, Crested Black-Tyrant, Diadimed Tanager, Chestnut-

backed Tanager, Red-crested Cardinal, Rufous-capped Antshrike, Variable Antshrike, Rufous-

browed Peppershrike, Gray-throated Warbling-Finch, Long-tailed Reed-Finch, Yellow-rumped 

Marshbird, Golden-winged Cacique. 

Day 3: After breakfast we will take again the Route 7 heading to Melo Capital City, in the 

Department of Cerro Largo. 

Some historical topics on the way: 

o Nico Pérez: former end of the railway line 

and of government authority.  

o The old towns of Cerro Largo: Santa Clara de 

Olimar and Tupambaé where the most 

ferocious battle of the 1904 revolution took 

place. 

o “El Cordobés”: the ranch where the Saravia 

family lived and therefore, the second capital 

of the country since 1897 to 1904. 

Close to Melo there is a region of wetlands 

where we will look for some water birds like 

Roseat Spoonbill, Black-crowned Night-

Heron, Striated Heron (summer migrant), Cocoi Heron, Wattled Jacana, Yellow-billed 

Teal, Yellow-billed Pintail, Silver Teal, 

Ringed Teal, Rufous-sided Crake, 

Plumbeous Rail, Plumbeous Ibis, Wren-

like Rushbird, Sulphur-bearded Spinetail, 

Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Many-colored 

Rush-Tyrant, Sooty Tyrannulet, 

Spectacled Tyrant and many others.  

After birding we will check-in at an Apart 

Hotel where we will have lunch. In the 

afternoon we will go to the Biopark of Melo where we can see Capybaras, the largest 

Capybara 

By Bill Pohley 

Red-legged Seriema 
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rodents in the world; go for a walk along trails through native forests and look for birds 

like the Diadimed Tanager, Blue-and-yellow Tanager, Glaucous-blue Grosbeak, Masked 

Gnatcatcher, Masked Yellowthroat, Golden-crowned Warbler, White-browed Warbler, 

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper, Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper, White-spotted Woodpecker, 

Green-barred Woodpecker, White 

Woodpecker, Campo Flicker, Giant Wood-

Rail and Gray-necked Wood-Rail.  

Dinner and overnight stay at the hotel. 

Day 4: We will drive for 2 hours through 

sparsely populated areas to the city of 

Tacuarembó, in the north of the country. 

After a short break for toilet and snacks we 

will drive for other two hours to Laureles, a 

small village located in the most beautiful landscapes of the Haedo Range. We will arrive 

at the Posada Bichadero, a family house in the countryside. Darío, Serrana and their 

three young daughters will be waiting us for lunch; delicious and traditional meals are 

prepared by Serrana. Afterwards, Darío will show us the nature values of their land, 

taking us along trails through ravines and native forests. Dinner and overnight stay at 

the posada. 

 
Sunset at Posada Bichadero. Photo by Bill Pohley pohleyphoto.com 

Chestnut-backed Tanager 

By Bill Pohley 
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Attracted by the incredible beauty of the area, its remoteness and wild geography, many 

families of diverse origins settled down here seeking peace and a prosperous future. 

Many of them made a habit of crossing the border and settle down on either the 

Brazilian or the Uruguayan side according to the wars and revolutions that each country 

experienced. Others settled down definitely enthralled by the incomparable nature 

found here. Most of them left after a few generations, tired of a life of hardship and 

endless poverty, a few remained and even a smaller minority of those prospered. 

Day 5: We will drive to Masoller, the town where Aparicio was fatally shot in his last 

battle in 1904. On the way we will make a stop to visit the Great Waterfall and the 

Waterfall of the Indian.  

 
Waterfall of the Indian, Laureles Ravines. 

 

The area where Aparicio’s last battle took place is located atop the Haedo Range, a 

shooting range of the Brazilian border. Here, on a cold afternoon in September 1904, 

after a whole day of fierce battle with no decisive victory to either side, but with the 
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Blanco army having the initiative and a more positive outlook regarding the next day, 

Aparicio went out to visit the front lines and lift the spirits of his brave soldiers as he 

usually did on these occasions. Unfortunately, a Mauser bullet hit its target and Aparicio 

fell to the ground wounded in his belly. 

After visiting the battleground, we will head south, along route 30 and cross the 

picturesque Lunarejo Valley National Park where we will stop for lunch at Posada 

Lunarejo, a stylish Posada and Restaurant surrounded by astounding views. After lunch 

and a short rest we will go to the valleys for birding. We will spend the night here to 

retake our way south the following day. 

Some birds to be seen on days 4 and 5: Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Variegated Flycatcher, 

Green-backed Becard, White-winged Becard, Golden-billed Saltator, Green-winged 

Saltator, Squirrel Cuckoo, Golden-winged Cacique, Mottled Piculet, White-necked 

Thrush, Short-billed Canastero, Olivaceous Elaenia, Buff-necked Ibis, Red-legged 

Seriema, Dusky-legged Guan, Maguari Stork, Wood Stork, Southern Screamer, Bicolored 

Hawk, Crane Hawk, Scissor-tailed Nightjar, 

Common Potoo, Tropical Screach-Owl, 

Sayaca Tanager, White-eyed Parakeet, 

Yellow-rumped Marshbird. 

Day 6: We will first drive for 3 hours to our 

first stop at Valle Edén, near Tacuarembó 

City. This is the place where Carlos Gardel, 

perhaps the most iconic and renowned 

Tango singer of all times was born. It is also 

a natural place of woodlands, ranges and 

waterfalls, so we can learn about its local 

history and birds: Stripe-crowned Spinetail, Spix’s Spinetail, Sooty-fronted Spinetail, 

White Monjita, Gray Monjita, Great Pampa-Finch, Ultramarine Grosbeack, Plush-crested 

Jay, Hepatic Tanager, Tropical Parula, Fawn-breasted Tanager, Streaked Flycatcher, 

Striped Cuckoo, Bran-colored Flycatcher, Long-tailed Reed-Finch, Gray-throated 

Warbling Finch, Black-and-rufous Warbling Finch, Grassland Yellow-Finch. 

Green-backed Becard 

By Bill Pohley 
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Our trip will then take us further south to our next stop at Paso de los Toros, the city 

where the world-famous tonic water was created. We will lunch here and visit the first 

hydroelectric dam in Uruguay and its eventful history. 

Next, we will stop at Florida City, where we will visit the Cathedral, erected in 1887 on 

the same piece of land where our Independence was declared in 1825. We will make 

our final stop in the city at the Piedra Alta historical site, a rock formation overlooking 

the Santa Lucía Chico River where the first three laws of our country were enacted. The 

Piedra Alta is surrounded in turn by a park designed by Carlos Racine, a Belgian 

landscape designer who created in Uruguay numerous green spaces preserved until 

today such as the Botanical Garden in Montevideo and the famous Parque Rodó. 

We will finish the tour by the end of the day when we will leave you at the Montevideo 

International Airport or to the place previously agreed.  
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