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East Wetlands and Ravines 

5 days 

On this 5-day tour you will visit some of the most important hot spots for birdwatching 

in the country, including four Important Bird Areas integrated in the National System of 

Protected Areas. By the end of the tour can be seen over 180 bird species to the 455 

recorded to Uruguay. 

Itinerary 

Day 1: You will be picked up and transferred to the Crows Ravines (Quebrada de los 

Cuervos), in the Department of Treinta y Tres (250 km / 3 hours). This is a protected and 

Important Bird Area of 160,000 hectares where the endangered bird species Black-and-

white Monjita, Straight-billed Reedhaunter, Saffron-cowled Blackbird and the Chestnut 

Seedeater are present. The name of the protected area refers to the three species of 

vultures that exist in Uruguay, that nest here. When the Spanish colonist saw this New 

World Vultures they related them to the crows they knew from Europe, so now are 

known as crows or “cuervos”, in Spanish.  

We will arrive to our accommodation* located at 2 km from the protected area, right on 

top of a hill from where the hilly landscape can be appreciated. After having lunch, we 

will visit the protected area for birding and hiking. We will have dinner and stay 

overnight here, where the lack of electricity during the night gives the chance to 

contemplate the stars.  

*En-suite bathrooms, maid service, Wi-Fi and electricity only during the day, hot 

showers available anytime. 

 

Day 2: Full day in Corws Ravines.  
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Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, White-eyed Parakeet and Lesser Grass-Finch (pohleyphoto.com) 

Special birds: Saffron-cowled Blackbird, Black-and-white Monjita, Straight-billed Reedhaunter, 

Lesser Grass-Finch, Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Red-winged Tinamou, Spotted Nothura, 

White-eyed Parakeet, Green-Backed Becard, Diadimed Tanager, Blue-and-yellow Tanager, 

Chestnut Seedeater, Greater Rhea. 

Day 3: After breakfast we will drive to the Department of Rocha, (200 km / 3 hours). On 

the way, we will stop in La Charqueada, a small village besides the shores of the Cebollatí 

River. Here is found an endemic variety of the leguminous tree Erythrina crista-galli (the 

National Flower of Uruguay), which, instead of red flowers, it has white ones. After lunch 

we will continue driving to the East Wetlands Biosphere Reserve, an Important Bird Area 

considered in the RAMSAR Convention. Many exclusive bird species are found here, 

some of them in danger of extinction, like the Marsh Seedeater, the Saffron-cowled 

Blackbird and the Black-and-white Monjita. We will check-in at the hotel*, located right 

besides the Fortín de San Miguel National Park. We will go for a walk along the native 

woods and wetlands of the National Park.  

* En-suite bathrooms, maid service, laundry, Wi-Fi, swimming pool. 

 

Special birds: Southern Screamer, Plumbeous Ibis, Plumbeous Rail, Rufous-sided Crake, Red-

and white crake, Spotted Rail, Curve-billed Reedhaunter, Straight-billed Reedhaunter, Sulphur-

throated Spinetail, Scarlet-headed Blackbird, Marsh Seedeater, Rusty-collared Seedeater, 

Saffron-cowled Blackbird, Yellow-winged Blackbird, Roseate Spoonbill, Black-necked Swan, 

Coscoroba Swan, Cocoi Heron, Many-colored Rush Tyrant, Red-gartered Coot, Golden Plover, 

Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs White-faced Ibis, Bare-faced Ibis, Plumbeous Ibis, Maguari Stork, 

Wood Stork, Limpkin, Gray-necked Wood-Rail, Giant Woodrail. 
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Spotted Rail (pohleyphoto.com) 

Day 4: Full day birding in the wetlands and forests. 

Day 5: After breakfast we will drive to the contiguous Department of Maldonado (220 

km / 3 hours). On the way, we will visit the East Wetlands Reserve and the Santa Teresa 

National Park (Department of Rocha). We will have lunch in a restaurant located on one 

of the most beautiful ocean beaches in Uruguay. Once in the Department of Maldonado, 

we will stop in the José Ignacio Lagoon, where we can see Chilean Flamingos (possible 

from March to early December). Later on the road, we will visit the Maldonado Wetlands 

Reserve, an Important Bird Area where many migrant tern, sandpiper and plover species 

come every year. We will finish the tour by sunset, in Montevideo Capital City.  

Optional extension (7-day tour) 

Day 3: Before breakfast we will check the surroundings of the accommodation in the 

Crows Ravines; many beautiful and colorful birds (Blue-and-yellow Tanager, Sayaca 

Tanager, Green-backed Becard, Diademed Tanager and Chestnut-backed Tanager) come 

here to feed in the low height trees, making them easy to watch. After breakfast we will 

continue our trip driving to the contiguous Department of Cerro Largo, to an area 

underexplored in its nature called Paso Centurión (250 km / 3 hours), right in the border 

with Brazil. It is an Important Bird Area and in process to be included in the National 

System of Protected Areas. We will spend two nights in a posada, which is the home of 

a young couple. Our hosts, Francisco and Laura, know very well the birds and the local 

flora and fauna of the area. Their house is located right in the IBA and many of the special 

birds that are restricted to this area come to their house. We will arrive for lunch. Meals 
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are vegetarian and organic, prepared with local food. After lunch, Laura will show us the 

area. We will spend the night at Francisco and Laura’s home. There is one room with 

two bunks. The bathroom is shared. 

Day 4: Full day in Paso Centurión. Laura will take us along trails through the local forests 

that show a clear influence of the Atlantic Forest of Brazil. This is reflected in the species 

of birds that can be seen, which are exclusive to this environment. Francisco and Laura 

have recorded many new bird species since they bought the property in 2017. They have 

also found the species Ilex paraguayensis, locally known as Yerba Mate, a tree whose 

leaves are used to prepare the traditional infusion in the country, the mate. If we are 

lucky, we could find two special mammals, the Brazilian Porcupine and the Southern 

Tamandua. 

 
Up: Large-tailed Antshrike and Rufous Gnateater. Down: Surucua Trogon and Laura besides a 

Yerba Mate tree (Ilex paraguayensis). 

Special birds: Brown Tinamou, Maroon-bellied Parakeet, Surucua Trogon, White-browed 

Woodpecker, Highland Elaenia, Large-tailed Antshrike, Rufous Gnateater, Planalto 

Woodcreeper, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, White-browed Woodpecker, Pale-vented Pigeon, 

Crested Black-Tyrant. 
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